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Lesson:  Society’s Struggles 

Grade Level:  9 – 12 

Approximate Duration:  One Class Period 

Common Core Standards: 

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2.  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or 

secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the 

key details and ideas. 

 CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

Objectives:  Students – as a class, in groups or as individuals – will examine selected images from 

different primary source yearbooks to better understand attitudes towards race, gender and ethnicity 

during WWII.  

Introduction:   

 Project or print out IMAGES 1 – 10 from pages 4 – 13 of this lesson. 

 Using the website’s glossary of terms, begin by introducing or reintroducing the following term: 

 

- RACIAL SEGREGATION - Prior to the Brown v. Board Of Education Supreme Court 

decision in 1954, the United States possessed no one national policy regarding 

Racial Segregation in schools.  During WWII, Racial Segregation in education varied 

widely with 17 states requiring it, 16 states prohibiting it and 15 others that either 

did not legislate on the matter at all or left it up to the individual school districts 

themselves.  In some schools as well there was partial integration of classes, but 

separate clubs and social activities – such as sports and prom courts – maintained 

for the different races.  Prevailing attitudes about race in the 1940s can also be seen 

in some high school yearbooks which featured ‘black face’ minstrel shows or 

caricatured Native Americans as mascots.  During WWII, African American and 

minority leaders and organizations established the “Double V” or “Double Victory” 

campaign, calling for victory against the enemy overseas and victory against racism 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/11-12/2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/1
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at home.  This new consciousness and the defiant rejection of unjustifiable racism 

planted important seeds for the post-War civil rights movement. 

 

 Ask the students what they think this term means and how it might apply during WWII. 

 

- QUESTIONS/PROMPTS:   ‘Where did racial segregation exist during WWII?  ‘Did it 

exist in the United States during WWII?’  

 

 Introduce or reintroduce students to the idea of racial segregation in the United States, which 

was practiced in the U.S. military until 1948.   

 Lead a discussion with students about what other parts of life they think may have been racially 

segregated as well as what other groups in the 1940s they think may have treated unequally as 

compared to present day standards. 

 

- QUESTIONS/PROMPTS:  ‘Where else besides the military in the United States do 

you think racial segregation could be found in the 1940s?’  ‘What other minority 

groups may have been subjected to racial segregation?’  ‘Were women perceived to 

be capable of doing everything a man could?’ 

Lesson Procedure: 

 Keeping the introductory prompts in mind, inform students that attitudes towards race, gender 

and ethnicity in the 1940s differ widely from those of today.   

 Inform students that, for this lesson, they will be examining images from high school yearbooks 

from WWII to see how attitudes towards race, gender and ethnicity in the 1940s reveal 

themselves and if students think WWII had any effect on those attitudes changing. 

 Keeping the introductory prompts in mind, have students - as a class, in groups or as individuals 

– examine PHOTOS 1 – 10 and discuss what they notice from each image. 

 If lesson is performed individually or in groups, have each individual or group present their 

opinions and observations as to the meaning behind the images to the class. 

 At the lesson’s conclusion, compare and contrast attitudes towards race, gender and ethnicity in 

the 1940s with those of today. 

 Discuss if students think the events and experience of WWII had an effect on attitudes towards 

race, gender and ethnicity in the post-war United States.   

Assessment:    

 Components for assessment include the interpretation of primary sources and participation in 
class presentations and discussions.  
 

Enrichment/Further Discussion:  
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 For enrichment or further discussion, have students choose additional WWII high school 
yearbooks to search through for attitudes concerning race, gender and ethnicity in the 1940s. 

 Discuss yearbooks of today and what information is found in them as opposed to the yearbooks 
from WWII. 

 Discuss what future scholars or researchers might learn from your own school’s current 
yearbooks. 
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IMAGE 1  
1944 Sunflower, Topeka High School, Topeka, KS. 
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IMAGE 2  
1944 Sunflower, Topeka High School, Topeka, KS. 
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IMAGE 3  
1944 Sunflower, Topeka High School, Topeka, KS. 
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IMAGE 4 :   
1942 El Aviador, Excelsior Union High School, Artesia, CA. 
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IMAGE 5 :   
1942 El Aviador, Excelsior Union High School, Artesia, CA. 
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IMAGE 6 :   
1942 Polytechnic, Polytechnic High School, San Francisco, CA. 
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IMAGE 7 :   
1943 Warrior, Washington High School, Sioux Falls, SD. 
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IMAGE 8 :   
1944 Schurzone, Schurz High School, Chicago, IL. 
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IMAGE 9 :   
1944 Tattler, Logansport High School, Logansport, IN. 
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IMAGE 10:   
1945 Annual, West High School, Rockford, IL. 

 
 


